McKean County Amateur Radio Club

August 2019 NewsLetter
Late newsletter. I have fallen far behind on newsletters lately, but I have
been very busy with things here at home. So I am going to try to catch up but I
am sure I will miss some things.
Parks On The Air, POTA. Took place on June 15. We had several Amateurs
on site and the rain did stay away until the very end. We did manage 27 CW
QSO’s and 67 phone QSO’s. We had plenty of help setting up and tearing down.
Good food and lots of good times were had by all. I would like to thank
everyone personally but I do not recall everyone that participated. I hope we
can make this an annual event as the Park officials welcomed us again this
year. Here are a few photos compliments of Carole KC2CMC

Don, N3ELI, looking for that one piece of
cable.

Tony, N3KTA, logging another one. Me trying to figure out what those annoying “beeps” I keep
hearing are.

Steve AC2RT relaxing after setting up.

KC3KZQ Steve, very nice Go
Box!

Field day has come and gone. This year my plans changed a lot. I drove to
Massachusetts on Thursday and shortly after arriving I called my wife and she was on
her way back to Pittsburgh for an emergency surgery. So I turned around and drove all
the way back home 906 miles altogether.
The McKean County ARC did participate, here are a few photos of the event, again
thank you Carole KC2CMC.

Received this from our president Sandy KB3SVH.
I have for sale the following items all in working order.
1 Kenwood TS-430S, 1 Kenwood AT230 Antenna Tuner and 1Kenwood PS -430
Power Supply
$300. I don’t want to separate

.
Comes with Manuals, cords, Cables etc. and hand mike.
Also 1 Kenwood MC-60 Desk Mike $60 ($50 if it goes with above items)
And 1 MFJ 993B Automatic Antenna Tuner $150

.
Please call or text: Sandy Hallows KB3SVH 814-203-1539
Or email: Sandhall@Hotmail.com with Subject Radio Equipment and I’ll get
back to you.
One of the clubs projects is linking the 147.300 2 meter repeater on Prospect
Hill with the 147.240 repeater on Hedgehog Hill. We are a step closer now
with the installation of the 440 MHz Yagi and feed line at Prospect. Thank you
to the following that helped out. Wes, KD3IJ, Gary, KD2RJB, Rick, KD2RVN,
Larry, KC2KZT.
My main antenna here at Radio station NJ3K is a center fed Zepp. It’s about
200 feet on each side and ~50 feet high on each end but was only 26 feet high
at the feed point. It’s in a “V” shape not for any particular reason other than
that’s where the tress are located. So I wanted to raise the feed point. So this
past weekend I picked up a 35 foot piece of stranded 450 ohm line at a
hamfest. So today I set out to raise the feed point.
Problems:1. If Just drop the rope to the feed point the antenna will move
away into the trees on the north side. That's a real pain to get it back up from
there. It gets all tangled up in too many trees.
2. The rope holding up the feed point has been in place for at least 100 years
and the maple tree has adopted it as one of its branches. Can't move the rope
no way. So how to get it down on the ground?
Solutions:1. I put up 7 sections of Military mast Green Stick in front of the V to
“catch” it when and if I can get the rope cut.
2. Using the new air gun and launch a line over three. (That part worked ok!!)

3. To cut the old rope at the feed point 25 feet in the air I used a 22 foot
extension pole with a razor knife taped to the end. This was a lot harder than
it sounds. This alone took 15 minutes or more.
4. When I did get the old rope cut the Green Stick caught it just like I planned,
something worked??
5. I had to unhook one of the guy ropes on the Green Stick and move it to the
other side of of of the wire element. This was a pain.
6. Got it down, removed old rope, attached new rope and checked the solder
connections.
7. Hoisted it up after cutting the feed line close to the house in preparation for
the splice of the extra length 450 ohm line.
8. It's now up about 50 feet but the north element is hanging low. So I walk
back through the jungle and hoist that end up about 6 feet.
9. Splice in the new piece of feed line with the propane torch.
10. Tie everything off.
11. Put the green stick and all the other stuff away.
12. Get new numbers for the Johnson Match Box and print and post those.
13. Back on the air.
14. Shower to remove 3.5 pound of salt.
15. Take Peggy to dinner, she did help.
Damn I love this hobby!
Sorry no pictures, was way too hot, humid and busy.
73 Bruce NJ3K

If anyone is interested in attending The McKean County Radio Club Meetings
are the 3rd Tuesday at 1900 at the McKean County Department of Emergency
Services building. 17175 Rt. 6, Smethport, Pa 16749.

Upcoming Events
This year marks the 150th anniversary of the birth of the League's first president and cofounder,
Hiram Percy Maxim (HPM), W1AW. HPM was born on September 2, 1869.
As we have done with earlier birthday milestones, ARRL is again holding an operating event to
celebrate HPM’s legacy. See ARRL.org for details

Hamfest:

If you attend a Hamfest, send me a report and some pictures I am
sure are readers would be interested. Lots of them this month, so get out and
enjoy!
Hamfest/Convention
08/25/2019 | Skyview Radio Society "Swap N Shop"
Location: New Kensington, PA
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Skyview Radio Society
Website: http://www.skyviewradio.net/

Hamfest/Convention
08/31/2019 | 70th Annual Gabfest
Location: Uniontown, PA
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Uniontown Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
Website: http://www.w3pie.org

Hamfest/Convention
09/08/2019 | Swapfest

Location: Butler, PA
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Butler County Amateur Radio Association
Website: http://w3udx.org

Hamfest/Convention
08/03/2019 | Tompkins County Amateur Radio Association Hamfest
Location: Trumansburg , NY
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Tompkins County Amateur Radio Association
Website: http://tcara-ny.org

Hamfest/Convention
08/17/2019 | 12th Annual KLARA Hamfest
Location: Howard, NY
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Keuka Lake Amateur Radio Association
Website: http://klara.us

Hamfest/Convention
08/24/2019 | ROC City Net Hamfest
Location: Macedon, NY
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: ROC City Net
Website: http://www.roccityhamfest.com

Hamfest/Convention
08/24/2019 | Rome Radio Club Hamfest
Location: Rome, NY
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Rome Radio Club
Website: http://romeradioclub.com

Hamfest/Convention
08/25/2019 | CARS Annual Hamfest

Location: Lakewood , NY
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Chautauqua Amateur Radio Service

Contests:

See WB7ANM for information on contests.
Another note: If you have QSL cards to be checked for DXCC, (including 160 meters) WAS
or VUCC I can do this. Contact me at bmanning@zitomedia.net
As always if you have something you want me to include in the newsletter
please let me know. Send it to bmanning@zitomedia.net
73 Bruce NJ3K
I am sure I missed a bunch of items for this newsletter, but again been very busy here
taking care of Peggy. I do now know how to get to UPMC Presbyterian Hospital in
Pittsburgh without the aid of the GPS!

